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22 February 2021 
 
To All Parents and Pupils 
 
Welcome Back! 
 
I hope that you all had a well-deserved restful break and would like to welcome you back this 
morning. I am very disappointed that we are not allowed to welcome you all back sooner, but 
look forward to having all Year 12, 13 and 14 in school from Monday 22nd March and to having 
the rest of our pupils back not long after that. Thank you to all pupils and parents who 
completed our surveys. We will be analysing them, and they will help us going forward. At first 
glance, it seems clear most pupils have adapted well and are making good progress in spite of 
the very challenging situation. A small minority of pupils and parents are finding the workload 
difficult - if this is the case please do not get overwhelmed - all we can do is ask you all to do 
your best and do not hesitate to get in touch if you need someone to talk to or to give you 
support. The purpose of the work is to help you to make progress while out of school and to 
ensure you continue to develop - not to create pressure or distress. 
 
Once again, can I praise you all for the immense effort you are making with Remote Learning. I 
am so proud of the way in which our pupils and parents have adapted to such a strange and 
unusual situation.  It may seem that this is never ending, but I am hopeful that this period of 
time outside school will end soon, and we can resume face to face teaching as soon as possible. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
S J  Wilson 
 
Principal 
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4 February 2021 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Pupils,  

 

We now have clarity from the Minister regarding awarding in Summer 2021.  I 

have tried to summarise these below.  

 

We will be giving all pupils in Year 12, 13 and 14 Centre Determined 

Grades. There is no requirement of any particular content, however we will not be 

able to give a grade without evidence.  CCEA will be providing assessment 

material that can be delivered to help to evidence this, however these are to make 

up part of the evidence.  These are optional, however we may see fit to use these to 

contribute to the evidence required.  This means that pupils must do their best to 

keep working on all their courses, as far as possible, as teachers will need to 

evidence the grade they are awarded.  CCEA have put in place a moderation 

process for this. 

 

Key to the new grading is that we are to evidence a grade that reflects the level the 

pupil is working at rather than what they would have achieved if they had entered 

an exam.  It is also made clear that pupils cannot be discriminated against due to 

self-isolation or school closure and a range of evidence can be used.  

 

The Senior Team will be receiving training in the moderation process over 4 weeks 

in February, through in-depth training modules, and this will give us more detailed 

information on what is required as evidence and how to moderate.  

 

Pupils in Year 11 will not be getting any grades this summer unless they are 

entered for Maths as part of a Further Maths course.  However, the minister states 

that he will give clarity on awarding of 2022 in March 2021.  It is vital Year 11 

pupils keep working on their courses to the best of their ability, as they are in a 

two-year GCSE course.  

 

Pupils in Year 13 will get an AS grade awarded, however again the Minister states 

he will give clarity on if or how this will contribute to grading at A2 Level in 2022, 

in other words AS candidates will get a grade, but it still not clear if it will  

contribute towards the A2 outcome. He also states there will be clarity on this in 

March 2021. 

 

Overall, the message we want to give to you, pupils and parents, is that you must 

keep working as well as you can at home, as every bit of evidence is important, 

however it is equally important that your circumstances do not overwhelm 

you.  Keep working as much as you can and do your best.  Be reassured that we 

will do all we can to support you in achieving the best outcomes possible, but we 

must be able to evidence this, so the more evidence of this you can give us the 

better.  We are very aware as a school, and it would now seem so are the 
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Department for Education and CCEA, that all family circumstances vary and want 

to ensure that no pupil is disadvantaged in any way.  
 

These judgements, while very overdue, are welcome and give us clear path 

forward.  I sincerely hope that we will return to school on 8th March, as we miss 

our pupils very much and completely understand it is a very difficult situation for 

parents and pupils. A lot will depend on rates in the next few weeks, but we will 

keep you posted as soon as we have any information about the re-opening of 

school.  
 

A Letter from the Minister and other information guides are easily available on our 

website. If you wish for any further information as always do not hesitate to 

contact us in school or by email and we will get back to you as soon as possible.  

 

Can I take this opportunity to commend all parents and pupils for the tremendous 

efforts you have made at home. It is quite remarkable how you have all adapted in 

such difficult circumstances.  All we ask is that you keep trying to do your best and 

remember we are here to support you if you need us.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Susan Wilson 

 

Principal 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 January 2021  

Important Parent and Pupil Update Digital Detox / Catch-up Days  

Well done to all our pupils and parents who have been working so hard at home 

and sending us really incredible work! You are doing a fabulous job! I never cease 

to be astounded at the capabilities of our pupils!  

 

We have been listening to parents, guardians and pupils and we are aware of the 

pressures you are all under. In light of this we are designating Friday 29th Jan and 

Monday 1st Feb as Digital Detox / Catch-up days.  
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These are days when you will not be expected to go online and there will be no live 

lessons and we don’t expect you to do any new work or lessons, or for you to be in 

touch with teachers on Google Classroom. They are flexible days when you can 

choose to catch up with work but you are encouraged to have a break from screens 

and do other productive activities such as reading a book, watching BBC 2 

programmes, creating a drawing, baking or taking a walk in our beautiful 

countryside!  

 

We know that for good mental health it is important to take a break from screens 

and digital activities. Any work set for these days will now be due on Tuesday, 

however please know that as a school we understand that pupils cannot always 

meet deadlines set due to differing family circumstances.  

 

Your form teachers should have had a chat with you by now and made this clear - 

we just want you to try your best! Remember if you do have issues just contact us 

in school and we will get in touch as soon as possible.  

 

Many thanks  

SJ Wilson  

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

6 January 2021 

 

Important Information for Parents and Pupils 

 

As I am sure you are all aware that the Minister for Education announced that 

public exams in Northern Ireland have been cancelled. This means that all English 

and Maths modules next week will not be taking place. We are seeking 

clarification on BTEC ICT as this is dealt with by a different department, but as 

soon as we have this information, we will let pupils sitting this know.  
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While formal examinations have been cancelled, there will still be some form of 

assessments once we are able to return to school, so it is still vital that all pupils 

stay engaged with work online and stay in contact with their teachers. Currently 

return to school is scheduled for 22nd February 2021.  

 

Pupils should be aware that all their hard work will not be in vain and we will do 

everything we can to support them through the rest of this very challenging year.  

 

Thank you for your continued patience and support through what has been an 

incredibly difficult time for pupils, parents and staff.  

 

Many thanks  

SJ Wilson  

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 December 2020  

 

Dear Parent/ Guardian,  

As I am sure you are aware there has been a change to the school restart this term. 

In line with the Minister of Education’s direction this morning, we will be making 

the following changes –  
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•Year 8 - 11 will be taught remotely from Tuesday 5th January until further notice. 

•Year 12 - 14 will be taught remotely from Tuesday 5th January - Friday 9th 

January. They will then return to school on Monday 11th January to resume 

normal face to face teaching. 

 • Planned formal examinations will take place as usual following strict PHA 

guidance.  

• We will accommodate vulnerable children and the children of key workers from 

Tuesday 5th January.  

 

We will be available in school on Monday 4th January from 9.30am - 3.30pm for 

any queries( 028 81671272 or email us at info@chs.castlederg.ni.sch.uk- direct 

button to this is available in our website). **If you are a key worker and intend 

your son/ daughter to attend school from Tuesday 5th- 9th January, please contact 

us by midday on Monday 4th January to help us to plan appropriate provision for 

them. We realise this is a very difficult time for everyone but please remember we 

are here for you and don’t hesitate to contact us if you need help or have a query. I 

would ask that you keep a close eye on the school app or our website, as changes 

may occur at any stage in this ever changing scenario we find ourselves in.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and 

patience through these very demanding times and want to wish you and your 

families a very Happy New Year,  

 

Yours sincerely,  

Susan Wilson 
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