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Dear Parent/ Guardian,  

I am writing to welcome you and your child into the Castlederg High School family. We had 

great plans to invite you all in with your children, however circumstances beyond our control 

have sadly meant that we cannot do this now. We have tried to give all new year 8 pupils a 

welcome phone call and I hope that this helped to make you feel more at ease about your 

son/daughter’s move. We are very aware that the move to ‘big’ school is a huge event in every 

child’s life but is even bigger in this very strange year. With this in mind we are creating two 

induction sessions for all our year 8’s to give them a good chance to settle into the school 

without any other pupils. This will give them a good opportunity to gain confidence in the new 

environment without the presence of other pupils.  

 

These will happen on the following dates – 

Year 8 Induction Session – Friday 21st August – 9.30am – 12pm 

Year 8 First full day ( No other pupils) – Friday 28th August – All Day 

Full school start – Tuesday 1st September 

 

In both these sessions Year 8 pupils will get to know their form class, their form teacher and 

become familiarised with new procedures e.g how to use canteen, how to find their way around 

school and an opportunity to ask any questions they need answered.  We are led to believe that 

transport will be available on 28th August, but we are asking you to bring your son/daughter to 

school for the morning of the 21st August. 

 

We are planning to have significant hygiene processes in place in school to ensure your son/ 

daughter is protected as far as possible and these will be communicated to you nearer to the 

return to school. These will include handwashing on arrival and during the day, sanitising on 

arrival in every classroom, wiping down of surfaces on a regular basis, a one - way system of 

movement through the school, ensuring very good ventilation in all areas, and a host of other 

measures. There will also be canteen provision but this will be provided in a number of places to 

ensure social distancing. Pupils will be wearing school uniform. Your son/daughter will get a 

chance to sort all PE uniform when they start school. 

 
The current plan is that we are going to bring pupils in one week and home learning the other, 

however as this is still 8 weeks away I am hoping that we will be able to bring all pupils back 

full time. You will get another letter from me closer to the time to confirm exactly what is 

happening. Unfortunately due to the changing nature of the time we are living in, it is not 

possible to confirm at this stage. 

 

Can I ask you in the meantime to download our Castlederg High School App if you have not 

already done so, as this is an excellent way for us to easily communicate with you and give you 

regular updates. Facebook is another way in which we share and celebrate pupil activities and 

achievements. Also make sure you have seen our welcome video which introduces you to the 

Head of Year 8, Miss Farr and some year 8 form teachers, which is available on the website and 

linked from the app and facebook.  
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We are really looking forward to having all our new year 8 pupils and can I commend you all  

for what you have done in supporting your son/daughter through the past few months but be 

reassured that our young people are very resilient and once back in the classroom they will very 

quickly make great progress once again.  Please reassure your son/daughter that we will be doing 

everything we can to make their transition to Castlederg High School smooth, comfortable, easy 

and fun.  

 

I will be in touch with greater details nearer the time and with the ever changing picture we may 

find we are allowed to bring all pupils back all of the time by then. This would certainly be my 

preference. I hope you have a wonderful summer and I look forward welcoming your 

son/daughter into the CHS family in August, 

 

Take care,  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Susan Wilson 

 

Principal 
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